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BASIC-ABSTRACT: A method to determine if a person is suffering viral obesity, 
comprising immunoassay or nucleic acid probe hybridisation of body fluid, 
faeces, or sample tissue, to detect infection by an obesity - causing and 
cholesterol reducing adenovirus, is new. Also claimed is substantially 
purified Ad-36p. USE - The method is used to determine whether obesity in a 
person has a viral basis. Use of Ad-36p to detect viral infection and thus 
susceptibility to becoming obese, as the basis of a vaccine to prevent 
viral-based obesity, and as a method to reduce serum levels of total 
triglyceride, cholesterol, and low-density-lipoprotein-a ssociated 
cholesterol, is disclosed. ADVANTAGE - Substantially purified Ad-36p is 
more sensitive in immunoassay s than the prior art ATCC Ad-36 culture, which 
contains a number of variants. 
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